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(54) Control unit and method for controlling motor for use in printer, and storage medium storing 
control program 



(57) A control unit for controlling a motor (1 ) for use 
innpnn'of ncludos a position counter (6a) to count out- 
put pulses of an encoder (13) that rotates to follow ro- 
tation ot the motor and detect a position of a printing 
medum translcrred by the motor; a feed-amount mod- 
ifying and calculating part (90) to calculate a modified 
target vnluc of a feed-amount of the printing medium 
based on a target value of a feed-amount of the printing 



medium and a previous stop position of the printing me- 
dium detected by the position counter, and set a counted 
value of the position counter to the modified target value; 
and a position control part (6c, 6e, 6f , 6g, 6h, 6i) to con- 
trol the motor so that the counted value of the position 
counter falls into a predetermined range including zero. 
The control unit provides precise feeding of paper in a 
printer. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a 
control unit and method for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer, and a storage medium storing a control pro- 
gram. 

Description of Related Art 

[0002] Conventionally, paper-feed control for printers 
is performed by controlling a paper-feed motor (called 
a PF motor hereinafter). Control of a PF motor using a 
DC (Direct Current) motor as the PF motor is performed 
as follows. The PF motor is started by acceleration con- 
trol. The motor is then driven at a constant speed by 
proportional, integrating and differentiating (PID) con- 
trol, and decelerated to stop. PID control is performed 
based on a deviation of the number of output pulses of 
an encoder that rotates to follow the rotation of the PF 
motor from a target number of pulses (position). 
[0003] PID control, however, has the following draw- 
backs: It is difficult to precisely stop a PF motor at a tar- 
get position. An actual position at which a PF motor 
stops may fall in an allowable range but it is distant from 
the target position. The PF motor sometimes rotates a 
little bit after stoppage due to disturbance, such as vi- 
bration of a carriage in a serial printer. 
[0004] In the event of paper-feed processing by start- 
ing a PF motor again after stoppage, since a target po- 
sition for the motor is set with reference to the target 
position that has been set at a previous motor start-up 
before stoppage, a printing medium (sheet of paper) 
may stop at a position more distant from the target po- 
sition. This results in printing at positions distant from 
desired positions. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0005] It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to eliminate the aforementioned problems and to pro- 
vide a control unit, a method and also a storage medium 
storing a control program for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer, which offer precise positioning of a printing 
medium even when the motor starts again after stop- 
page. 

[0006] The present invention provides A control unit 
for controlling a motor for use in a printer including: a 
position counter to count output pulses of an encoder 
that rotates to follow rotation of the motor and thereby 
detect a position of a printing medium transferred by the 
motor; a target control amount modifying and calculating 
part to calculate a modified target value of a feed- 
amount of the printing medium based on a target value 
of a feed-amount of the printing medium and a previous 
stop position of the printing medium detected by the po- 
sition counter, and set a counted value of the position 



counter to the modified target value; and a position con- 
trol part to control the motor so that the counted value 
of the position counter falls into a predetermined range 
including zero. 

5 [0007] Moreover, the present invention provides a 
control unit for controlling a motor for use in a printer 
including: a position detecting part to detect a position 
of a printing medium transferred by the motor; a target 
position modifying and calculating part to calculate a 

10 modified target position of the printing medium based 
on a target value of a feed-amount of the printing medi- 
um at the present motor start-up, another target value 
of a feed-amount of the printing medium at a previous 
motor start-up, and a position of the printing medium de- 

15 tected by the position detecting part just before the 
present motor start-up; and a position control part to 
control the motor based on positional deviation of the 
position detected by the position detecting part from the 
modified target position. 

20 [0008] The target position modifying and calculating 
part may include: an error calculating part to calculate 
an error of the feed-amount of the printing medium at 
the previous motor start-up based on a target value of 
a control amount at a previous motor start-up and the 

2S position detected by the position detecting part just be- 
fore the present motor start-up; and an adder to add the 
target value of a feed-amount of the printing medium at 
the present motor start-up and the error. 
[0009] Furthermore, the present invention provides a 

30 control method of controlling a motor for use in a printer 
including the steps of: counting output pulses of an en- 
coder that rotates to follow rotation of the motor and de- 
tecting a position of a printing medium transferred by the 
motor by a position counter; calculating a modified tar- 

35 get value of a feed-amount of the printing medium based 
on a target value of a feed-amount of the printing medi- 
um and a previous stop position of the printing medium 
detected by the position counter, and setting a counted 
value of the position counter to the modified target value; 

40 and controlling the motor so that the counted value of 
the position counter falls into a predetermined range in- 
cluding zero. 

[0010] The step of controlling may perform PID con- 
trol. 

^5 [0011] The position counter may count-up or count- 
down the output pulses according to a normal or reverse 
rotation of the motor. 

[0012] Moreover, the present invention provides a 
method of controlling a motor for use in a printer includ- 

50 jng the steps of: detecting a position of a printing medi- 
um transferred by the motor; calculating a modified tar- 
get position value of the printing medium based on a 
target value of a feed-amount of the printing medium at 
the present motor start-up, another target value of a 

55 feed-amount of the printing medium at a previous motor 
start-up, and a position of the printing medium detected 
just before the present motor start-up; and controlling 
the motor based on positional deviation of the position 
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detected by the position detecting part from the modified 
target position. 

[001 3] Furthermore, the present invention provides a 
processor readable medium storing program code for 
causing a computer to control a motor for use in a printer 
including; first program code means for, by a position 
counter, counting output pulses of an encoder that ro- 
tates to follow rotation of the motor to detect a position 
of a printing medium transferred by the motor; second 
program code means for modifying and calculating part 
to calculate a modified target value of a feed-amount of 
the printing medium based on a target value of a feed- 
amount of the printing medium and a previous stop po- 
sition of the printing medium detected by the position 
counter, and setting a counted value of the position 
counter to the modified target value; and third program 
code means for controlling the motor so that the counted 
value of the position counter falls into a predetermined 
range including zero. 

[O014] Moreover, the present invention provides a 
processor readable medium storing program code for 
causing a computer to control a motor for use in a printer 
including: first program code means for detecting a po- 
sition of a printing medium transferred by the motor; sec- 
ond program code means for calculating a modified tar- 
get position of the printing medium based on a target 
value of a feed-amount of the printing medium at the 
present motor start-up, another target value of a feed- 
amount of the printing medium at a previous motor start- 
up, and a position of the printing medium detected just 
before the present motor start-up; and third program 
code means for controlling the motor based on position- 
al deviation of the detected position of the printing me- 
dium from the modified target position. 
[0015] Still furthermore, the present invention pro- 
vides a control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer including: a position counter to detect a position 
of a sheet of paper transferred by a paper-feed motor 
based on output pulses of an encoder that rotates to fol- 
low rotation of the paper-feed motor; a driving part to 
apply a current value to the paper-feed motor based on 
a target value of a feed-amount of the sheet of paper 
and an output of the position counter, to drive the paper- 
feed motor; a current value signal generating part to de- 
termine whether the absolute value of deviation of the 
output of the position counter from the target value of 
the feed-amount of the sheet of paper falls in the range 
of a first predetermined value to a second predeter- 
mined value smaller than the first predetermined value 
during stoppage of the paper-feed motor, to generate a 
current value signal, when the absolute value of devia- 
tion falls in the range, so that the deviation becomes ze- 
ro, wherein the driving part drives the paper-feed motor 
based on the current value signal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] The present invention will be understood more 



fully from the detailed description given here below and 
from the accompanying drawings of the preferred em- 
bodiments of the invention. However, the drawings are 
not intended to imply limitation of the invention to a spe- 
5 cific embodiment, but are for explanation and under- 
standing only. 
[0017] In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of the first preferred embodiment of a control unit 
for controlling a motor for use in a printer according 
to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 shows waveforms explaining the operation 
of the first preferred embodiment of a control unit 
for controlling a motor for use in a printer; 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of the second preferred embodiment of a control 
unit for controlling a motor for use in a printer ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of a 
target position modifying and calculating part ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram schematically showing the 
construction of an ink jet printer; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the peripheral 
construction of a printer carriage. 
FIG. 7 is a schematic view showing the construction 
of a linear type encoder; 

FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b) are waveform illustrations of. 
output pulses of an encoder; 
FIG. 9 is a schematic perspective view of a printer 
for explaining the position of a paper detecting sen- 
sor; 

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing a control procedure 
in a method for controlling a motor for use in a print- 
er according to the present invention; 
FIG. 11 is a flow chart showing another control pro- 
cedure in a method for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer according to the present invention: 
FIG. 12 is a perspective view showing an example 
of a computer system using a storage medium, in 
which a print control program has been recorded, 
according to the present invention; 
FIG. 1 3 is a block diagram showing an example of 
a computer system using a storage medium, in 
which a print control program has been recorded, 
according to the present invention; 
FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of the seventh preferred embodiment of a control 
unit for controlling a motor for use in a printer ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
FIG. 15 is a flow chart explaining the operation of 
the seventh preferred embodiment; and 
FIG. 16 is a flow chart explaining the operation of a 
modification of the seventh preferred embodiment. 
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0PESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
FMFORIMFNTS 

|C0 1 8) Referring now to the accompanying drawings, 
the preferred embodiments of the present invention will 
be described below. 

[0019] First the schematic construction and control of 
an trw jet printer which uses a control unit lor controlling 
a motor for use in a printer according to the present in- 
vention will be described. The schematic construction 
of this ink jet printer is shown in FIG. 5. 
(0020] This ink jet printer comprises: a paper feed mo- 
tor (which will be also hereinafter referred to as a PF 
motor) 1 tor I ceding a sheet of paper; a paper feed motor 
Onver 2 for driving the paper feed motor 1 ; a carriage 3; 
h c^rrnqc motor i which will be also hereinafter referred 
to rts h CH motor ) 4. a CR motor driver 5 for driving the 
c^Mnqc motor 4 a DC unit 6; a pump motor 7 for con- 
noting mc suction of ink for preventing clogging; a pump 
rn jior juvei 8 lor driving the pump motor 7; a recording 
hend 9 UxvO to tne carriage 3, for discharging ink to a 
pnniinq p^ipcr 50 a head driver 10 for driving and con- 
trol!^ g me recording head 9; a linear type encoder 11 
fixed to the carriage 3. a code plate 12 which has slits 
in rcquUi intervals a rotary type encoder 13 for use in 
tho FF motor i a paper detecting sensor 1 5 for detect- 
ing tre position of the rear edge of a paper which is being 
printed a CPU 1 6 lor controlling the whole printer; a tim- 
er IC 1 7 lor periodically generating an interruption signal 
to ouput tho signal to the CPU 16; an interface part 
(which will be also hereinafter referred to as an IF) 19 
lor transmitting/receiving data to/from a host computer 
15 an ASIC 20 for controlling the printing definition, the 
driving waveform of the recording head 9 and so forth 
on the basis ol printing information which is fed from the 
host computer 18 via the IF 19; a PROM 21, RAM 22 
and EE PROM 23 which are used as working and pro- 
gram storing regions for the ASIC 20 and the CPU 16; 
a platen 25 for supporting the paper 50 during print; a 
carrier roller 27, driven by the PF motor 1, for carrying 
the printing paper 50; a pulley 30 mounted on the rotat- 
ing shaft of the CR motor 4; and a timing belt 31 driven 
by the pulley 30. 

[0021] Furthermore, the DC unit 6 is designed to drive 
and control the paper teed motor driver 2 and the CR 
motor driver 5 on the basis of a control command, which 
is fed from the CPU 1 6, and the outputs of the encoders 
11 and 13. In addition, each of the paper feed motor 1 
and the CR motor 4 comprises a DC motor. 
[0022] The peripheral construction of the carriage 3 
of this ink jet printer is shown in FIG. 6. 
[0023] The carriage 3 is connected to the carriage mo- 
tor 4 via the timing belt 31 and the pulley 30 to be driven 
so as to be guided by a guide member 32 to move in 
parallel to the platen 25. The carriage 3 is provided with 
the recording head 9 on the surface facing the printing 
paper. The recording head 9 comprises a nozzle row for 
discharging a black ink and a nozzle row for discharging 



color inks. Each nozzle is supplied with ink from an ink 
cartridge 34, and discharges drops of ink to the printing 
paper to print characters and/or images. 
[0024] In a non-print region of the carriage 3, there 
5 are provided a capping unit 35 for sealing a nozzle open- 
ing of the recording head 9 during non -print, and a pump 
unit 36 having the pump motor 7 shown in FIG. 5. When 
the carriage 3 moves from a print region to the non-print 
region, the carriage 3 contacts a lever (not shown) to 
10 move the capping unit 35 upwards to seal the recording 
head 9. 

[0025] When the nozzle opening row ol the recording 
head 9 is clogged with ink, or when the cartridge 34 is 
exchanged or the like to force the recording head 9 to 
discharge ink, the pump unit 36 is operated in the sealed 
state of the recording head 9 : to suck ink out 6f the noz- 
zle opening row by a negative pressure from the pump 
unit 36. Thus, dust and paper powder adhering to a por- 
tion nearthe nozzleopening roware cleaned. Moreover, 
bubbles of the recording head 9, together with ink, are 
discharged to a cap 37. 

[0026] Then, the construction of the linear type encod- 
er 1 1 mounted on the carriage 3 is shown in FIG. 7. This 
encoder 11 comprises a light emitting diode lla, a colli- 
mator lens lib, and a detection processing part 11c. The 
detection processing part 11c has a plurality of (four) 
photodtodes 11d, a signal processing circuit 11 e, and 
two comparators 11f A and 11f B . 

[0027] If a voltage Vcc is applied between both ends 
of the light emitting diode 11a via a resistor, light rays 
are emitted from the light emitting diode 11a. The light 
rays are collimated by the collimator lens 11b to pass 
through the code plate 1 2. The code plate 1 2 is provided 
with slits at regular intervals (e.g., every 1/180 inches {= 
1/180x2.54 cm)). 

[0028] The parallel rays passing through the code 
plate 12 are incident on each of the photodiodes lid via 
a fixed slit (not shown), and converted into electric sig- 
nals. The electric signals outputted from the four photo- 
diodes lid are processed by the signal processing circuit 
lie. The signals outputted from the signal processing cir- 
cuit lie are compared by the comparators 11 f A and 1 1f B> 
and the compared results are outputted as pulses. The 
pulses ENC-A and ENC-B outputted from the compara- 
tors 11f A and 11 f B are outputs of the encoder 11. 
[0029] The phase of the pulse ENC-A is different from 
the phase of the pulse ENC-B by 90 degrees. The en- 
coder 11 isdesigned so that the phase of the pulse ENC- 
A is advanced from the pulse ENC-B by 90 degrees as 
shown in Fig. 8(a) when the CR motor 4 is normally ro- 
tating, i.e when the carriage 3 is moving in a main scan- 
ning direction, and the phase of the pulse ENC-A lags 
behind the pulse ENC-B by 90 degrees as shown in Fig. 
8(b) when the CR motor 4 is reversely rotating. One pe- 
riod T of the pulses corresponds to the distance between 
adjacent slits of the code plate 12 (e.g. 1/180 inches 
(=1/180 x 2.54 cm)). This is equal to a period of time, in 
which the carriage 3 moves between the adjacent slits. 
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[0030] On the other hand, the rotary type encoder 1 3 
for use in the PF motor 1 has the same construction as 
that of the linear type encoder 11, except that the code 
plate is a rotating disk which rotates in accordance with 
the rotation of the PF motor 1. Furthermore, in the ink 
jet printer, the distance between adjacent slits of a plu- 
rality of slits provided in the code plate of the encoder 
1 3 for use in the PF motor is 1/180 inches (1/180 x 2.54 
cm). When the PF motor 1 rotates by the distance be- 
tween adjacent slits, the paper is fed by 1/1440 inches 
(= 1/1 440 x 2.54 cm). 

[0031] Referring to FIG. 9, the position of the paper 
detecting sensor 15 shown in FIG. 5 will be described 
below. 

[0032] In FIG. 9, the paper 10 inserted into a paper 
feeding port 61 of a printer 60 is fed into the printer 60 
by means of a paper feeding roller 64 which is driven by 
a paper feeding motor 63. The front edge of the paper 
50, which has been fed into the printer 60, is detected 
by, e.g. , an optical paper detecting sensor 1 5. The paper 
50, the front edge of which has been detected by the 
paper detecting sensor 15, is fed by means of a paper 
feed roller 65 and a driven roller 66 which are driven by 
the PF motor 1 . 

[0033] Subsequently, ink is ejected from the recording 
head (not shown), which is fixed to the carriage 3 moving 
along the carriage guide member 32, to carry out a print. 
Then, when the paper is fed to a predetermined position, 
the rear edge of the paper 50, which is currently being 
printed, is detected by the paper detecting sensor 1 5. 
Then, a gear 67c is driven, via gear 67b, by means of a 
gear 67a which is driven by the PF motor 1 . Thus, a pa- 
per discharging roller 68 and a driven roller 69 are ro- 
tated to discharge the printed paper 50 from a paper dis- 
charging port 62 to the outside. 

[0034] The construction of the first preferred embod- 
iment of a control unit for controlling a motor for use in 
a printer according to the present invention will be de- 
scribed below. Control of a motor for use in a printer is 
performed by a DC unit 6 shown in FIG. 5 and its con- 
struction is shown if FIG. 1. 

[0035] A control unit for controlling a motor for use in 
a printer according to the present invention, that is, the 
DC unit 6 comprises a position counter 6a, a subtracter 
6b, a target speed calculating part 6c, a speed calculat- 
ing part 6d : a subtracter 6e, a proportional element 6f, 
an integrating element 6g, a differentiating element 6h, 
an adder 6i, a D/A converter 6j, a timer 6k, an acceler- 
ation control part 6m, and a feed-amount modifying/cal- 
culating part 90. 

[0036] The position counter 6a is designed to detect 
the leading and trailing edges of each of the output puls- 
es ENC-A and ENC-B of the encoder 13 to count the 
number of the detected edges, and to calculate the ro- 
tary position of the PF motor 1 on the basis of the count- 
ed value. In this counting, when the PF motor 1 is nor- 
mally rotating, if one edge is detected "+1 " is added, and 
when the PF motor 1 is reversely rotating, if one edge 



is detected, "-1 " is added. Each of the periods of the 
pulses ENC-A and ENC-B is equal to the distance be- 
tween adjacent slits of the code plate of the encoder 1 3, 
and the phase of the pulse ENC-A is different from the 
s phase of the pulse ENC-B by 90 degrees. Therefore, 
the counted value "1" in the above described counting 
corresponds to 1/4 of the distance between adjacent 
slits of the code plate of the encoder 13. Thus, if the 
counted value is multiplied by 1/4 of the distance be- 
10 tween adjacent slits, it is possible to obtain the distance 
which the PF motor 1 has moved from a position corre- 
sponding to a counted value "0\ 
[0037] The feed-amount modifying/calculating part 90 
operates based on a start-up command signal for start- 
is ing the PF motor 1 fed from CPU 16, to calculate a mod- 
ified paper-feed amount based on a start-up target po- 
sition "0" and the counted value (the number of pulses) 
of the position counter 6a just after receiving the start- 
up command signal, or a previous stop position. The 
modified paper-feed amount is fed to the position coun- 
ter 6a for setting a counted value so that it corresponds 
to the modified paper-feed amount. The nearer to the 
target position, the smaller the counted value being set 
for the position counter 6a. 

[0038] The substracter 6b is designed to calculate a 
position deviation of the counted value of the position 
counter 6a, from the target position "0". 
[0039] The target speed calculating part 6c is de- 
signed to calculate a target speed of the PF motor 1 on 
the basis of the position deviation which is the output of 
the subtracter 6b. This operation is carried out by mul- 
tiplying the position deviation by a gain K p . This gain K p 
is determined in accordance with the position deviation. 
Furthermore, the value of the gain K p may be stored in 
a table (not shown). 

[0040] The speed calculating part 6d is designed to 
calculate a speed of the PF motor 1 on the basis of the 
output pulses ENC-A and ENC-B of the encoder 13. 
This speed is obtained as follows. First, the leading and 
trailing edges of each of the output pulses ENC=A and 
ENC-B of the encoder 1 3 are detected, and the time in- 
terval between the edges is counted by e.g., a timer 
counter. Assuming that the counted value is T, the speed 
of the PF motor 1 is proportional to 1/T. Furthermore, in 
this preferred embodiment, the speed of the PF motor 
is obtained by counting one period of the output pulse 
ENC-A, e.g., the period between the leading edge and 
the next leading edge, by means of a timer counter. 
[0041] The subtracter 6e is designed to calculate a 
speed deviation of the actual speed of the PF motor 1 , 
which is calculated by the speed calculating part 6d, 
from a target speed. 

[0042] The proportional element 6f is designed to mul- 
tiply the speed deviation by a constant Gp to output the 
multiplied result. The integrating element 6g is designed 
to integrate a value which is obtained by multiplying the 
speed deviation by a constant Gi. The differentiating el- 
ement 6h is designed to multiply a difference between 
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the current speed deviation and the last speed variation 
by a constant Gd to output the multiplied result. Further- 
more, the operations in the proportional element 61, in- 
tegrating element 6g and differentiating element 6h are 
carried out every one period of the output pulse ENC-A s 
of the encoder 13, i.e., in synchronism with the leading 
edge of the output pulse ENC-A. 
[0043] The outputs ot the proportional element 6f, in- 
tegrating element 6g and differentiating element 6h are 
added by the adder 6i. Then, the added result, i.e., the 
driving current of the PF motor 1 , is fed to the D/A con- 
verter 6j to be converted into an analog current. On the 
basis of the analog current, the PF motor 1 is driven by 
the paper-feed driver 2. 

[0044] In addition, the timer 6k and the acceleration 
control part 6m are used for control ling acceleration, and 
the PID control using the proportional element 6f, inte- 
grating element 6g and differentiating element 6h is 
used for controlling the constant 

[0045] The timer 6k is designed to periodically gener- 
ate a timer interruption signal on the basis of a clock 
signal which is fed from the CPU 16. 
[0046] Tne acceleration control part 6m is designed 
to integrate a predetermined current value (e.g., 20 mA) 
into a target current value every time it receives the timer 
interruption signal, and to feed the integrated result, i. 
e., the target current value of the PF motor 1 during ac- 
celeration, to the D/A converter 6j. Similar to the PID 
control, the target current value is converted into an an- 
alog current by the D/A converter 6j. On the basis of this 
analog current, the PF motor 1 is driven by the driver 2. 
[0047] The driver 2 has, e.g., four transistors. By turn- 
ing each of the transistors ON and OFF on the basis of 
the output of the D/A converter 6j, the driver 2 can be 
selectively operated in (a) an operation mode in which 35 
the PF motor 1 is normalry or reversely rotated, (b) a 
regenerative brake operation mode (a short brake op- 
eration mode, i.e. a mode in which the stopping of the 
PF motor 1 is maintained) or (c) a mode in which the PF 
motor 1 is intended to be stopped. 40 
[0048] Referring to FIGS 2(a) and 2(b), the operation 
of the DC unit 6, that is, the control unit for controlling a 
motor for use in a printer, will be described below. 
[0049] If a start-up command signal for starting the PF 
motor 1 is fed from the CPU 16 to the DC unit 6 when 45 
the PF motor 1 is stopped, a modified paper-feed 
amount is calculated by the feed-amount modifying/cal- 
culating part 90, and is set as a counted value ot the 
position counter 6a, during which a start-up initial cur- 
rent value l 0 is fed from the acceleration control part 6m so 
to the D/A converter 6j. This start-up initial current value 
l 0 , together with the start-up command signal, is fed from 
the CPU 16 to the acceleration control part 6m. Then, 
this current value l D is converted into an analog current 
by the D/A converter 6j to be fed to the driver 2, and the ss 
PF motor 1 is started up by the driver 2 (see FIG. 2(a), 
2(b)). 

[0050] After the start-up command signal is received, 



the timer 6k generates periodically a timer interruption 
signal. Every time the acceleration control part 6m re- 
ceives the timer interruption signal, the acceleration 
control part 6m integrates a predetermined current val- 
ue (e.g. 20 mA) into the start-up initial current value l 0 , 
to feed the integrated current value to the D/A converter 
6j. Then, the integrated current value is converted into 
an analog current by the D/A converter 6j to be fed to 
the driver 2. Then, the PF motor 1 is driven by the driver 
2 so that the value of the current supplied to the PF mo- 
tor 1 is the integrated current value, so that the speed 
of the PF motor 1 increases (see FIG. 2(b)). Therefore, 
the current value supplied to the PF motor 1 is step-wise 
as shown in FIG. 2(a). 

[0051] Furthermore, at this time, although the PID 
control system also operates, the D/A converter 6j se- 
lects and incorporates the output of the acceleration 
control part 6m. 

[0052] The integration of the current value in the ac- 
celeration control part 6m is carried out until the inte- 
grated current value becomes a constant current value 
l s . When the integrated current value becomes the pre- 
determined value l s at time tj, the acceleration control 
part 6m stops the integration, and supplies the constant 
current value ! s to the D/A converter 6j. Thus, the PF 
motor 1 is driven by the driver 2 so that the value of the 
current supplied to the PF motor 1 becomes the current 
value l s (see FIG. 2(a)). 

[0053] Then, in order to prevent the speed of the PF 
motor 1 from overshooting, the acceleration control part 
6m controls the PF motor 1 so as to reduce the current, 
which is supplied to the PF motor 1 , when the speed of 
the PF motor 1 becomes a predetermined speed (see 
time t 2 ). At this time, the speed of the PF motor 1 further 
increases. However, when the speed of the PF motor 1 
reaches a predetermined speed V c (see time t 3 in FIG. 
2(b)), the D/A converter 6j selects the output of the PID 
control system, i.e., the output of the adder 6i, to carry 
out the PID control. 

[0054] That is, the target speed is calculated on the 
basis of the position deviation of the counted value of 
the counter 6a from the target position "0". In addition, 
the proportional element 6f , integrating element 6g and 
differentiating element 6h are operated on the basis of 
the speed deviation of the actual speed, which is ob- 
tained from the output of the encoder 13, from the target 
speed to carry out the proportional, integrating and dif- 
ferentiating operations. Moreover, the PF motor 1 is con- 
trolled on the basis of the sum of these calculated re- 
sults. Furthermore, the above described proportional, 
integrating and differentiating operations are carried out 
in synchronism with, e.g., the leading edge of the output 
pulse ENC-A of the encoder 1 3. Thus, the speed of the 
PF motor 1 is controlled so as to be a desired speed V e . 
Furthermore, the predetermined speed V c is preferably 
a value of 70 % to 80 % of the desired speed V e . 
[0055] The speed of the PF motor 1 reaches the de- 
sired speed V e after time t 4 . When the PF motor 1 reach- 
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es the target position (see time t 5 in FIG. 2(b)), the PF 
motor 1 is decelerated to be stopped at time 
[0056] As disclosed above, according to the present 
invention, a paper-feed amount at the present start-up 
is modified by the feed-amount modifying/calculating 
part 90 based on the present target feed-amount and 
the counted value of the position counter 6a just after 
receiving a start-up command signal, or a previous stop 
position, the modified paper-feed amount being set as 
a counted value of the position counter 6a for paper- 
feed control based on the deviation of the output of the 
position counter 6a and the target value "0". 
[0057] The paper-feed control according to the 
present invention thus offers precise paper feeding so 
that a sheet of paper is stopped at a target position. The 
target value is not only "0", but preferably falls in the 
range from -3 to +3 including "0". 
[0058] The maximum counted value of the position 
counter 6a corresponds to a modified paper-feed 
amount in this embodiment, thus requiring a small ca- 
pacity for the position counter 6a. 
[0059] The const ructbn of the second preferred em- 
bodiment of a control unit for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer according to the present invention will be de- 
scribed below. 

[0060] Control of a motor for use in a printer according 
to this embodiment is performed by a DC unit 6 shown 
in FIG. 5 the construction of which is shown in FIG. 3. 
[0061] The control unit for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer according to this embodiment, that is, the DC 
unit 6 corresponds to the control unit for controlling a 
motor for use in a printer according to the first embodi- 
ment, but having a target position modifying/calculation 
part 80. 

[0062] The target position modifying/calculation part 
80 operates based on a start-up command signal for 
starting the PF motor 1 fed from the CPU 16, to calculate 
a modified target position based on a target feed- 
amount (the number of pulses) at a previous PF motor 
start-up, a target feed-amount (the target number of 
pulses) at the present PF motor start-up, and the count- 
ed value (the number of pulses) of the position counter 
6a just after receiving the start-up command signal. The 
calculation result is ted to the subtracter 6b. 
[0063] An example of the construction of the target 
position modifying/calculation part 80 is shown in FIG. 4. 
[0064] The target position modifying/calculation part 
80 is provided with a memory 81 , an error calculating 
part 82, an adder 83 and a reset signal generating part 
84. 

[0065] The memory 81 feeds the stored target feed- 
amount at a previous PF motor start-up to the error cal- 
culating part 82 based on the start-up command signal, 
and stores the target feed-amount at the present PF mo- 
tor start-up fed from the CPU 16, in place of the target 
feed-amount that has been stored. 
[0066] The error calculating part 82 calculates an er- 
ror, that is, the difference between the target feed- 



amount at the previous PF motor start-up fed from the 
memory 81 and the counted value (the number of puls- 
es) of the counter 6a just after receiving the start-up 
command signal. The error is fed to the adder 83 and 

5 also to the reset signal generating part 84 that generates 
a reset signal for resetting the start-up command. The 
error is a positive or negative value. 
[0067] The adder 83 adds the error and the target po- 
sition (target feed-amount) at the present PF motor 

io start-up fed from the CPU 16, to generate the addition 
result as a target position. 

[0068] The reset signal generating part 84 then gen- 
erates a reset signal to reset the counted value of the 
position counter 6a to "0". The reset signal generating 

15 part 84 may alternatively be arranged to generate a re- 
set signal based on the output of the adder 83 instead 
of a command signal from the error calculating part 82. 
[0069] The subtracter 6b calculates the positional de- 
viation of an actual position of the PF motor 1 calculated 

20 by the position counter 6a from a modified target posi- 
tion fed by the target position modifying/calculation part 
80. Paper-feed control is performed like the first embod- 
iment so that the deviation becomes zero. 
[0070] As disclosed, according to this embodiment, 

25 the target position modifying/calculation part 80 modi- 
fies the target position at the present PF motor start-up 
based on the target position and the counted value of 
the position counter 6a just after receiving the start-up 
command signal for paper-feed control based on the po- 

30 sitional deviation of the output of the position counter 6a 
from the modified target value, thus achieving precise 
paper feeding. 

[0071] The first and the second embodiments are dis- 
closed as applied to an ink jet printer, however, they can 

35 be applied to other printers, such as a serial printer and 
a laser printer. Moreover, the first and the second em- 
bodiments are disclosed using a DC motor, however, 
they can use an AC motor. Furthermore, the first and 
the second embodiments are disclosed using a sheet of 

40 paper as a printing medium, however, they can use oth- 
er printing media. 

[0072] A third preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention will be described with reference to 
FIG. 10. The third embodiment is a method of controlling 
45 a motor for. use in a printer the control procedure of 
which is shown in FIG. 10. 

[0073] Output pulses of an encoder that rotates to fol- 
low the rotation of a PF motor are counted by a position 
counter to detect a position of a printing medium (a sheet 

50 of paper) transferred by the PF motor (see step F10 in 
FIG. 10). Calculated next is a modified target feed- 
amount based on a target printing medium-feed amount 
and a previous stop position of the printing medium de- 
tected by the position counter, the modified target feed- 

55 amount being set to a counted value of the position 
counter (see step F11 in FIG. 10). The PF motor is then 
controlled so that the counted value of the position coun- 
ter falls into a predetermined range including zero (see 
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step F12 in FIG. 10). 

[0074] The control method as disclosed above is ca- 
, pable of stopping a printing medium at a target position, 
thus achieving precise paper feeding. 
[0075] A fourth preferred embodiment according to 
the present invention will be described with reference to 
FIG. 11 . The fourth embodiment is a method of control- 
ling a motor for use in a printer the control procedure of 
which is shown in FIG. 11. 

[0076] A position of a printing medium (a sheet of pa- 
per) transferred by a PF motor is detected (see step F20 
in FIG. 11 ). Calculated next is a modified target position 
of the printing medium based on a target printing medi- 
um feed-amount at the present PF motor start-up, a tar- 
get printing medium feed-amount at a previous PF mo- 
tor start-up, and a detected position of the printing me- 
dium just before the present PF motor start-up (see step 
F21 in FIG. 11). The PF motor is then controlled based 
on the deviation of the detected position of the printing 
medium from the modified target position (see step F21 
in FIG. 11). 

[0077] The control method as disclosed above thus 
achieves precise paper feeding. 

[0078] The step of calculating a modified target posi- 
tion may further include the step of calculating an error 
of the printing medium feed-amount after the previous 
PF motor start-up based on th© target printing medium- 
feed amount at the previous PF motor start-up and the 
detected position of the printing medium just before the 
present PF motor start-up, and the step of calculating 
the modified target position by adding the target printing 
medium feed-amount at the present motor start-up and 
the error. 

[0079] Referring to FIGS. 1 2 and 1 3, a fifth preferred 
embodiment of the present invention will be described 
below. This preferred embodiment relates to a storage 
medium, in which a control program for controlling a mo- 
tor for use in a printer has been stored. FIGS. 1 2 and 
1 3 are a perspective view and block diagram showing 
an example of a computer system 130 which uses a 
storage medium, in which a print control program in this 
preferred embodiment has been recorded. 
[0080] In FIG. 12, the computer system 1 30 compris- 
es a computer body 131 including a CPU, a display unit 
132, such as a CRT, an input unit 133, such as a key- 
board or mouse, and a printer 134 for carrying out a 
print. 

[0081] As shown in FIG. 13, the computer body 131 
comprises an internal memory 1 35 of a RAM, and a 
built-in or exterior memory unit 136. As the memory unit 
1 36, a flexible or floppy disk (FD) drive 1 37, a CD-ROM 
drive 1 38 and a hard disk drive (HD) unit 1 39 are mount- 
ed. As shown in FIG. 12, a flexible disk or floppy disk 
(FD) 141 which is inserted into a slot of the FD drive 1 37 
to be used, a CD-ROM 142 which is used for the CD- 
ROM drive 138, or the like is used as a storage medium 
140 for use in the memory unit 136. 
[0082] As shown in FIGS. 12 and 1 3, it is considered 



that the FD 1 41 or the CD-ROM 1 42 is used as the stor- 
age medium for use in a typical computer system. How- 
ever, since this preferred embodiment relates to a con- 
trol program for controlling a motor for use in the printer 

s 134, the control program of the present invention may 
be recorded in, e.g., a ROM chip 143 serving as a non- 
volatile memory which is built in the printer 134. Of 
course, the storage medium may be any one of FDs, 
CD-ROMs, MOs (Magneto-Optical) disks, DVDs (Digital 

10 Versatile Disks), other optical recording disks, card 
memories, and magnetic tapes. 
[0083] The storage medium 1 40 in this preferred em- 
bodiment is designed to carry out a control procedure 
including steps F10 through F1 2 shown in FIG. 10. That 

1$ is, the storage medium 140 in this preferred embodi- 
ment may carry out the steps of, at least, detecting a 
position of a printing medium transferred by a motor by 
a position counter by counting output pulses of an en- 
coder that rotates to follow the rotation of the motor, cal- 

20 culating a modified target feed-amount value based on 
a target printing medium feed-amount and a previous 
stop position of the printing medium detected by the po- 
sition counter, and setting an counted value of the posi- 
tion counter to the modified target value, and controlling 

25 the motor so that the counted value of the position coun- 
ter falls into a predetermined range including zero. 
[0084] A sixth preferred embodiment of the present 
invention will be described below. This preferred em- 
bodiment relates to a storage medium, in which a control 

30 program for controlling a motor for use in a printer has 
been stored. The control program includes the steps of 
F20 to F22 shown in FIG. 11. 

[0085] The storage medium according to this embod- 
iment may store, at least, the program code of detecting 

35 a position of a printing medium transferred by a motor, 
the program code of calculating a modified target posi- 
tion of the printing medium based on a target feed- 
amount value of the printing medium at the present mo- 
tor start-up, a target feed-amount value of the printing 

40 medium at a previous motor start-up, and a detected po- 
sition of the printing medium just before the previous 
motor start-up, and the program code of controlling the 
motor based on the deviation of the detected position of 
the printing medium from the modified target position. 

45 [0086] The program code of calculating the modified 
target position of the printing medium may at least in- 
cludes the step of calculating an error of the feed- 
amount after the previous motor start-up based on the 
target feed-amount value at the previous motor start-up 

50 and the detected valued of the printing medium just be- 
fore the present motor start-up, and the step of calcu- 
lating the modified target position by adding the target 
feed-amount value at the present motor start-up and the 
error. 

55 [0087] As disclosed, the present invention achieves 
precise stoppage of a printing medium even a motor for 
transferring the printing medium is started again after 
stoppage. 
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[0088] The control unit for controlling a motor for use 
in a printer according to the first embodiment offers pre- 
cise paper feeding. However, this embodiment has a 
drawback in that printing at an accurate position would 
not be expected, when the original position "0" of the 
paper 50 varies, for example, caused by pulling the pa- 
per by a user, after stoppage even though no paper 
feed-command (start-up command) is received. 
[0089] Such a drawback is overcome by a seventh 
embodiment which will be disclosed below. 
[0090] The seventh embodiment is disclosed with ref- 
erence to FIGS. 14 and 15. FIG. 14 shows a block dia- 
gram of a control unit for controlling a motor for use in 
a printer according to this embodiment. FIG. 15 shows 
a flow chart explaining the operation of the control unit 
according to this embodiment. 

[0091] The difference between the control units 6 ac- 
cording to the first and the seventh embodiments are 
that the latter unit includes a current value signal gen- 
erating part 6p and a paper delivery processing pan: 6q. 
The other parts are the same between the two embod- 
iments, and the explanation of those is omitted here be- 
cause they have been explained in the first embodiment. 
[0092] The cu rrent value signal generating part 6p de- 
termines whether the absolute value of the positional 
deviation output by the subtracter 6b falls in the range 
from a predetermined value and another predeter- 
mined value N 2 (< Nj) while the PF motor 1 is being 
stopped. If the absolute value falls in the range, the cur- 
rent value signal generating part 6p generates a current 
value signal that resets the deviation to "0". The current 
value signal is fed to the D/A converter 6j. On the other 
hand, paper delivery processing is performed if the ab- 
solute value is larger than the predetermined value N r . 
Or, the control processing ends if the absolute value is 
equal to or smaller than the predetermined value 
[0093] The paper delivery processing part 6q feeds a 
current value signal required for paper delivery to the 0/ 
A converter 6j when it receives a paper delivery com- 
mand from the current value signal generating part 6p. 
[0094] The predetermined value N 2 is set, for exam- 
ple, to 1/1440 inches (= 1/1440 x 2. 54 cm), that is, the 
value corresponding to one cycle of the output pulse 
ENC-A of the encoder 13. In general, a motor for use in 
a printer stops within a range of positional deviation ± 
11/5760 inches (= 11/5760 x 2. 54 cm) because it is dif- 
ficult to stop the motor at a position where the positional 
deviation is zero. The value N 2 in this embodiment is set 
to the value smaller than the positional deviation in gen- 
eral. 

[0095] On the other hand, the predetermined value N t 
is set, for example, to 22/1440 inches (= 22/1440 x 2. 
54 cm). This is because paper feeding in the direction 
that is the reverse of a paper delivery direction would 
cause lifting-up of a locking lever of a carriage connect- 
ed to a paper-feed motor so that the carriage would col- 
lide with the locking lever when flashing or capping, and 
also cause jamming of sheets of paper that have been 



released from a paper feeder and transferred in the re- 
verse direction with no places to be transferred, thus 
there is a limit for paper feeding in the reverse direction. 
[0096] The predetermined values and N 2 can be 
5 varied according to the type of sheets of paper (thick- 
ness and surface friction coefficient, etc.) and the 
number of usage. 

[0097] The operation of the current value signal gen- 
erating part 6p is disclosed with reference to FIG. 15. 
io [0098] Assumption is made that the PF motor 1 stops 
after starting-up. 

[0099] The current value signal generating part 6p de- 
termines whether the absolute value of the positional 
deviation output by the subtracter 6b is equal toor small- 

*5 er than the predetermined value N-, (see step F1 in FIG. 
15). The current value signal generating pait6p feeds 
a paper delivery command to the paper delivery 
processing part 6q if the absolute is larger than the pre- 
determined value N-j. The paper delivery processing 

20 part 6q then feeds a current value signal required for 
paper delivery to the D/A converter 6j to start the PF 
motor 1 for paper delivery processing based on the cur- 
rent value signal (see step F2 in FIG. 15). 
[0100] On the other hand, if the absolute of the posi- 

25 tional deviation is equal to or smaller than the predeter- 
mined value N-, , the current value signal generating part 
6p further determines whether the absolute value is 
equal to or smaller than the predetermined value N 2 
(see step F3 in FIG . 1 5). If so, the processing ends; while 

30 if not, or the absolute value is larger than the predeter- 
mined value N 2 , the current value signal generating part 
6p feeds a current value signal to the D/A converter 6j 
so that the positional deviation becomes zero (see step 
F4 in FIG. 15). The PF motor 1 then starts based on the 

35 current values signal and is controlled so that the posi- 
tional deviation becomes zero (see step F5 in FIG. 15). 
[0101] According to this control method, the original 
position for printing returns to the position before devi- 
ation, thus achieving printing at accurate positions. 

40 [01 02] The current value signal generating part 6p op- 
erates based on the output of the subtracter 6b in this 
embodiment, however, it may operate based on the out- 
put of the position counter 6a. 

[0103] Moreover, the paper delivery processing is 
45 performed in this embodiment when the absolute value 
of the positional deviation is larger than the predeter- 
mined value N 1: however, printing can be performed 
with a deviated position as the original position with no 
paper delivery processing. 
so [0104] Furthermore, the absolute value of the posi- 
tional deviation is firstly compared with the predeter- 
mined value N-, and then compared with the predeter- 
mined value N 2 , however, it can be compared with the 
predetermined value N 2 firstly and then compared with 
55 the predetermined value N 1? as indicated by the flow 
chart shown in FIG. 16. The steps F1 and F3 in FIG. 15 
are reversed in FIG. 16. 

[0105] As disclosed above, according to this embod- 
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iment, the original position for printing can be returned 
to the original even il deviated after the PF motor stops, 
thus achieving continuous printing at accurate positions. 
This embodiment also has the same advantages for the 
first embodiment. 5 
[0106] Moreover, this embodiment has been dis- 
closed using a DC motor as the PF motor 1, however, 
an AC motor can be used with the same advantages. 
[01 07] An eighth preferred embodiment of the present 
invention will be described below. This preferred em- 10 
bodiment relates to a storage medium, in which a control 
program for controlling a motor for use in a printer has 
been stored. The control program includes the steps of 
F1 to F5 shown in FIG. 15 or 16. 

[0108] The storage medium according to this embod- is 
iment may store, at least, the program code of obtaining 
the deviation of an actual feed-amount of a sheet of pa- 
per calculated based on output pulses of an encoder 
that rotates to follow the rotation of a paper-feed motor 
from a target paper f eed-amount value at a previous mo- 20 
tor start-up while motor is stopping, the program code 
of determining whether the absolute value of the devia- 
tion falls in a range between a first predetermined value 
and a second predetermined value smaller than the first 
predetermined value, the program code of generating a 2s 
current value signal so that the deviation becomes zero 
when the absolute value of the deviation is judged as 
falling in the range, and the program code of controlling 
the motor based on the current value signal. 
[0109] While the present invention has been dis- 30 
closed in terms of the preferred embodiment in order to 
facilitate better understanding thereof, it should be ap- 
preciated that the invention can be embodied in various 
ways without departing from the principle of the inven- 
tion. Therefore, the invention should be understood to 35 
include all possible embodiments and modification to 
the shown embodiments which can be embodied with- 
out departing from the principle of the invention as set 
forth in the appended claims. 

[0110] Reference signs in the claims are intended for 40 
better understanding and shall not limit the scope. 

Claims 

45 

1. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer comprising: 

a position counter(6a) to count output pulses of 
an encoder that rotates to follow rotation of the so 
motor, and thereby detect a position of a print- 
ing medium transferred by the motor; 
a feed amount modifying and calculating part 
(90) to calculate a modified target value of a 
feed-amount of the printing medium based on ss 
a target value of a feed-amount of the printing 
medium and a previous stop position of the 
printing medium detected by the position coun- 



ter, and set a counted value of the position 
counter to the modified target value; and 
a position control part(6c,6e,6f,6g,6h,6i) to 
control the motor so that the counted value of 
the position counter falls into a predetermined 
range including zero. 

2. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the printing 
medium is paper and the motor is a paper-feed mo- 
tor. 

3. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the position 
control part performs PID control. 

4. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the position 
counter counts-up or counts-down the output puls- 
es in accordance with a normal or reverse rotation 
of the motor. 

5. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer comprising: 

a position detecting part(6a) to detect a position 
of a printing medium transferred by the motor; 
a target position modifying and calculating part 
(80) to calculate a modified target position of 
the printing medium based on a target value of 
a feed-amount of the printing medium at the 
present motor start-up, another target value of 
a feed-amount of the printing medium at a pre- 
vious motor start-up, and a position of the print- 
ing medium detected by the position detecting 
part just before the present motor start-up; and 
a position control part(6c,6e,6f,6g,6h,6i) to 
control the motor based on positional deviation 
of the position detected by the position detect- 
ing part from the modified target position. 

6. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 5, wherein the target 
position modifying and calculating part(80) in- 
cludes: 

an error calculating part(82) to calculate an er- 
ror of the feed-amount of the printing medium 
at the previous motor start-up based on a target 
value of a control amount at a previous motor 
start-up and the position detected by the posi- 
tion detecting part just before the present motor 
start-up; and 

an adder(83) to add the target value of a feed- 
amount of the printing medium at the present 
motor start-up and the error. 

7. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
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printer, as set forth in claim 6, wherein the position 
detecting part is a position counter to count output 
pulses of an encoder that rotates to follow rotation 
of the motor, and the target position modifying and 
calculating part further includes a reset signal gen- 
erating part to generate a reset signal tor resetting 
a counted value of the position counter. 

8. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 5, wherein the printing 
medium is paper and the motor is a paper-feed mo- 
tor. 

9. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 



present motor start-up, another target value of 
a feed-amount of the printing medium at a pre- 
vious motor start-up, and a position of the print- 
ing medium detected just before the present 
5 motor start-up; and 

controlling the motor based on positional devi- 
ation of the position detected by the position de- 
tecting part from the modified target position. 

10 15. a control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 14 : wherein the step of 
calculating the modified target position includes the 
steps of: 

calculating an error of the feed-amount of the 
printing medium at the previous motor start-up 
based on the target value of the feed-amount 
of the printing medium at the previous motor 
start-up and the position detected by the posi- 
tion detecting part just before the present motor 
start-up; and 

adding the target value of the feed-amount of 
the printing medium at the present motor start- 
up and the error 

16. A processor readable medium storing program 
code for causing a computer to control a motor for 
use in a printer comprising: 

first program code means for counting output 
pulses of an encoder that rotates to follow ro- 
tation of the motor to detect a position of a print- 
ing medium transferred by the motor; 
second program code means for calculating a 
modified target value of a feed-amount of the 
printing medium based on a target value of a 
feed-amount of the printing medium and a pre- 
vious stop position of the printing medium de- 
tected by the position counter, and setting a 
counted value of the position counter to the 
modified target value; and 
third program code means for controlling the 
motor so that the counted value of the position 
counter falls into a predetermined range includ- 
ing zero. 

17. A processor readable medium storing program 
code for causing a computer to control a motor for 
use in a printer comprising: 

first program code means for detecting a posi- 
tion of a printing medium transferred by the mo- 
tor; 

second program code means for calculating a 
modified target position of the printing medium 
based on a target value of a feed-amount of the 
printing medium at the present motor start-up, 
another target value of a feed-amount of the 



printer, as set forth in claim 5, wherein the position is 
control part performs PID control. 

10. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer comprising the steps of: 

20 

counting output pulses of an encoder that ro- 
tates to follow rotation of the motor and detect- 
ing a position of a printing medium transferred 
by the motor by a position counter; 
calculating a modified target value of a feed- 25 
amount of the printing medium based on a tar- 
get value of a feed-amount of the printing me- 
dium and a previous stop position of the printing 
medium detected by the position counter, and 
setting a counted value of the position counter 30 
to the modified target value; and 
controlling the motor so that the counted value 
of the position counter falls into a predeter- 
mined range including zero. 

35 

11. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 10, wherein the printing 
medium is paper and the motor is a paper-feed mo- 
tor. 

40 

12. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 10, wherein the step of 
controlling performs PID control. 

13. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 45 
printer, as set forth in claim 10, wherein the position 
counter counts-up or counts-down the output puls- 
es in accordance with a normal or reverse rotation 
of the motor. 

50 

14. A method of controlling a motor for use in a printer 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting a position of a printing medium trans- 
ferred by the motor; 55 
calculating a modified target position value of 
the printing medium based on a target value of 
a feed-amount of the printing medium at the 
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printing medium at a previous motor start-up, 
and a position of the printing medium detected 
just before the present motor start-up; and 
third program code means for controlling the* 
motor based on positional deviation of the de- 
tected position of the printing medium from the 
modified target position. 

18. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer comprising: 

a position counter (6a) to detect a position of a 
sheet of paper transferred by a paper-feed mo- 
tor based on output pulses of an encoder that 
rotates to follow rotation of the paper-feed mo- 
tor; 

a driving part (6c, 6e, 6f, 6g, 6h, 6i) to apply a 
current value to the paper-feed motor based on 
a target value of a feed-amount of the sheet of 
paper and an output of the position counter, to 
drive the paper-feed motor; 
a current value signal generating part (6p) to 
determine whether the absolute value of devi- 
ation of the output of the position counter from 
the target value of the feed-amount of the sheet 
of paper falls in the range of a first predeter- 
mined value to a second predetermined value 
smaller than the first predetermined value dur- 
ing stoppage of the paper-feed motor, to gen- 
erate a current value signal, when the absolute 
value of deviation falls in the range, so that the 
deviation becomes zero, 
wherein the driving part drives the paper-feed 
motor based on the current value signal. 

19. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 18 further comprising a 
paper delivery part (6q) for performing a paper de- 
livery operation, wherein the current value signal 
generating part feeds a paper delivery command to 
the paper delivery part when the absolute value of 
deviation is larger than the first predetermined val- 
ue, whereby the paper delivery part performs the 
paper delivery operation. 

20. A control unit for controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 18, wherein the driving 
part includes a PID control part. 

21. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer comprising the steps of: 

obtaining deviation, while a paper-feed motor 
is stopping, of an actual feed-amount of a sheet 
of paper calculated based on output pulses of 
an encoder that rotates to follow rotation of a 
paper-feed motor from a target feed-amount of 
the sheet of paper at a previous motor start-up; 



determining whether the absolute value of the 
deviation falls in the range of a first predeter- 
mined value and a second predetermined value 
smaller than the first predetermined value; 
5 generating a current value signal so that the de- 

viation becomes zero when the absolute value 
falls in the range; and 

controlling the paper-feed motor based on the 
current value signal. 

10 

22. A control method of controlling a motor for use in a 
printer, as set forth in claim 21 further comprising 
the step of performing a paper delivery operation 
when the absolute value of the deviation is larger 

75 than the first predetermined value. 

23. A processor readable medium storing program 
code for causing a computer to control a motor for 
use in a printer comprising ; 

20 

first program code means for obtaining devia- 
tion, while a paper-feed motor is stopping, of an 
actual feed-amount of a sheet of paper calcu- 
lated based on output pulses of an encoder that 

25 rotates to follow rotation of a paper-feed motor 

from a target feed-amount of the sheet of paper 
at a previous motor start-up; 
second program code means for determining 
whether the absolute value of the deviation falls 

30 in the range of a first predetermined value and 

a second predetermined value smaller than the 
first predetermined value; 
third program code means for generating a cur- 
rent value signal so that the deviation becomes 

35 zero when the absolute value falls into the 

range ; and 

fourth program code means for controlling the 
paper-feed motor based on the current value 
signal. 
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